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RECOGNIZING AVIATION CON-
TRIBUTIONS IN HAITI EARTH-
QUAKE RELIEF

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Judi-
ciary Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Con. Res. 61
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the concurrent
resolution by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 61)
expressing the sense of the Congress that
general aviation pilots and industry should
be recognized for the contributions made in
response to Haiti earthquake relief efforts.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous
consent that the concurrent resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, and any statements re-
lating to the measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 61) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 61

Whereas, on January 12, 2010, the country
of Haiti suffered a devastating earthquake;

Whereas, after the earthquake, general
aviation pilots rallied to provide transpor-
tation for medical staff and relief personnel;

Whereas more than 4,500 relief flights were
made by general aviators in the first 30 days
after the earthquake;

Whereas business aircraft alone conducted
more than 700 flights, transporting 3,500 pas-
sengers, and over 1,000,000 pounds of cargo
and supplies;

Whereas relief flights were fully paid for
by individual pilots and aircraft owners;

Whereas smaller general aviation aircraft
were able to deliver supplies and medical
personnel to areas outside Port-Au-Prince
which larger aircraft could not serve; and

Whereas the selfless efforts of the general
aviation community have saved countless
lives and provided humanitarian assistance
in a time of need: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That the United
States Congress—

(1) recognizes the many contributions of
the general aviation pilots and industry to
the Haiti earthquake relief efforts; and

(2) encourages the continued generosity of
general aviation pilots and operators in the
ongoing humanitarian relief efforts in Haiti.

——
CONGRATULATING THE NATURAL
RESOURCES CONSERVATION

SERVICE ON ITS 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
now ask unanimous consent that the
Senate proceed to the immediate con-
sideration of S. Con. Res. 62, submitted
earlier today.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 62)
congratulating the outstanding professional
public servants, both past and present, of the
Natural Resources Conservation Service on
the occasion of its 75th anniversary.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, today
the Senate is considering a resolution
recognizing the 75th Anniversary of the
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice, known as NRCS.

Congress established the Soil Con-
servation Service, the predecessor to
NRCS, in April of 1935. Since that time,
the agency has aided landowners in im-
plementing conservation measures to
protect and enhance our Nation’s nat-
ural resources. Meanwhile, American
farmers and ranchers have become the
most productive of any on Earth—en-
suring a safe, diverse, and nutritious
food supply for their fellow citizens and
many of the world’s citizens.

Today, NRCS administers more than
20 conservation programs that provide
technical and financial assistance to
landowners. These programs improve
soil and water quality, increase energy
efficiency, enhance agricultural prac-
tices, and retire marginal lands to cre-
ate and protect wildlife habitat. NRCS
has directly contributed to the protec-
tion or establishment of 160 million
acres of wildlife habitat and to the
preservation, restoration, or enhance-
ment of 9 million acres of wetlands.

We have seen real progress over the
past 75 years, but I would argue private
lands conservation is more important
in 2010 than ever before, as we confront
challenges such as climate change and
loss of open space, and explore opportu-
nities for creating wealth in rural com-
munities through renewable energy
production and water quality and car-
bon credit trading.

Properly managed working lands
generate environmental benefits we all
enjoy, such as clean air, water made
clean by filtering through forests and
fields, high-quality soils that capture
carbon and make life possible, and
wildlife habitat that promotes bio-
diversity and offers recreational oppor-
tunities such as fishing and hunting.
With 70 percent of U.S. lands in private
hands, the continuation of successful
farm bill conservation programs—
along with other technical assistance
efforts—should be of interest to all of
us.

NRCS programs provide important
public benefits while working with
landowners on a voluntary basis. This
unique approach is aided by the agen-
cy’s presence in every county of every
State. Agency employees in every of-
fice work toward the common goal of
conserving natural resources for the
benefit of the landowner and all Ameri-
cans.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution recognizing the
NRCS’s 75 years of service.
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Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, the motions to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate, and
any statements relating to the meas-
ure be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 62) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 62

Whereas the well-being of the United
States is dependent on productive soils along
with abundant and high-quality water and
related natural resources;

Whereas the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (in this resolution referred to as
“NRCS”) was established as the Soil Con-
servation Service in the Department of Agri-
culture in 1935 to assist farmers, ranchers,
and other landowners in protecting soil and
water resources on private lands;

Whereas Hugh Hammond Bennett, the first
Chief of the Soil Conservation Service and
the ‘“‘father of soil conservation’, led the cre-
ation of the modern soil conservation move-
ment that established soil and water con-
servation as a national priority;

Whereas the NRCS, with the assistance of
President Franklin D. Roosevelt, State gov-
ernments, and local partners, developed a
new mechanism of American conservation
service delivery, which brings together pri-
vate individuals with Federal, State, and
local governments to achieve common con-
servation objectives;

Whereas the NRCS provides a vital public
service by supplying technical expertise and
financial assistance to cooperating private
landowners for the conservation of soil and
water resources;

Whereas the NRCS, as authorized by Con-
gress, has developed and provided land con-
servation programs that have resulted in the
restoration and preservation of millions of
acres of wetlands, forests, and grasslands
that provide innumerable benefits to the
general public in the form of recreational op-
portunities, wildlife habitat, water quality,
and reduced soil erosion;

Whereas the NRCS is the world leader in
soil science and soil surveying;

Whereas the NRCS is the national leader in
the inventory of natural resources on private
lands, providing national leaders and the
public with the status and trends related to
these resources and helping forecast the
availability of critical water supplies;

Whereas the NRCS has helped communities
develop and implement thousands of locally
led projects that continue to provide flood
control, soil conservation, water supply, and
recreational benefits to all Americans, while
providing business and job creation opportu-
nities as well;

Whereas, since its establishment, the
NRCS has developed, tested, and dem-
onstrated conservation practices, helped de-
velop the science and art of conservation,
and continues to strive toward innovation;

Whereas the NRCS encourages and works
with landowners and land users to adopt con-
servation practices and technologies in a
voluntary manner to address natural re-
source concerns;

Whereas NRCS employees serve in offices
in every State and territory, while other em-
ployees assist other countries and govern-
ments;
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Whereas, while some NRCS employees
work directly with landowners, other em-
ployees serve in support of NRCS field oper-
ations, but all work toward a common goal
of improving the condition of all natural re-
sources found on private lands, knowing
when they succeed, all Americans benefit;
and

Whereas the NRCS has been ‘‘helping peo-
ple, help the land” for 75 years: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates the outstanding con-
servation professionals of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service on the occasion
of the 75th anniversary of the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service;

(2) recognizes the vital role conservation
plays in the well-being of the United States;

(3) expresses its continued commitment to
the conservation of natural resources on pri-
vate lands in both the national interest and
as a national priority; and

(4) recognizes the services that the Natural
Resources Conservation Service provides to
the United States by helping farmers, ranch-
ers, and other landowners to protect soil,
water, and related natural resources.

———

PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION
WEEK

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Home-
land Security and Governmental Af-
fairs Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. Res. 481,
and the Senate proceed to its imme-
diate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 481) expressing the
sense of the Senate that public servants
should be commended for their dedication
and continued service to the Nation during
Public Service Recognition Week, May 3
through 9, 2010.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments related to the measure be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 481

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize and
promote the important contributions of pub-
lic servants and honor the diverse men and
women who meet the needs of the Nation
through work at all levels of government;

Whereas millions of individuals work in
government service in every city, county,
and State across America and in hundreds of
cities abroad;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

481) was
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Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments are responsive, innovative, and effec-
tive because of the outstanding work of pub-
lic servants;

Whereas the United States of America is a
great and prosperous Nation, and public
service employees contribute significantly to
that greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the Nation benefits daily from the
knowledge and skills of these highly trained
individuals;

Whereas public servants—

(1) defend our freedom and advance United
States interests around the world;

(2) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to our military and serve in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves;

(3) fight crime and fires;

(4) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;

(5) deliver Social Security and Medicare
benefits;

(6) fight disease and promote better health;

(7) protect the environment and the Na-
tion’s parks;

(8) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunity and healthy working
conditions;

(9) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(10) help the Nation recover from natural
disasters and terrorist attacks;

(11) teach and work in our schools and li-
braries;

(12) develop new technologies and explore
the earth, moon, and space to help improve
our understanding of how our world changes;

(13) improve and secure our transportation
systems;

(14) promote economic growth; and

(15) assist our Nation’s veterans;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government make significant contributions
to the general welfare of the United States,
and are on the front lines in the fight
against terrorism and in maintaining home-
land security;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent America’s interests and pro-
mote American ideals;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud,
abuse, and dangers to public health;

Whereas the men and women serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States, as well
as those skilled trade and craft Federal em-
ployees who provide support to their efforts,
are committed to doing their jobs regardless
of the circumstances, and contribute greatly
to the security of the Nation and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflict in defense of this
Nation and its ideals and deserve the care
and benefits they have earned through their
honorable service;

Whereas government workers have much
to offer, as demonstrated by their expertise
and innovative ideas, and serve as examples
by passing on institutional knowledge to
train the next generation of public servants;

Whereas May 3 through 9, 2010, has been
designated Public Service Recognition Week
to honor America’s Federal, State, and local
government employees; and

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
is celebrating its 26th anniversary through
job fairs, student activities, and agency ex-
hibits: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to this great Nation
during Public Service Recognition Week and
throughout the year;

(2) salutes government employees for their
unyielding dedication and spirit for public
service;
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(3) honors those government employees
who have given their lives in service to their
country;

(4) calls upon all generations to consider a
career in public service; and

(5) encourages efforts to promote public
service careers at all levels of government.

———

DIA DE LOS NINOS: CELEBRATING
YOUNG AMERICANS

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 507, submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 507) designating April
30, 2010, as ‘“‘Dia de los Ninos: Celebrating
Young Americans.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, the motions to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate, and any state-
ments related to the resolution be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REs. 507

Whereas many nations throughout the
world, and especially within the Western
hemisphere, celebrate ‘‘el Dia de los Ninos”,
or ‘“‘Day of the Children’’, on April 30, in rec-
ognition and celebration of the future of the
nations—their children;

Whereas children represent the hopes and
dreams of the people of the United States
and are the center of families in the United
States;

Whereas children should be nurtured and
invested in to preserve and enhance eco-
nomic prosperity, democracy, and the spirit
of the United States;

Whereas according to the latest Census re-
port, there are more than 47,000,000 individ-
uals of Hispanic descent living in the United
States, nearly 16,000,000 of whom are chil-
dren;

Whereas Hispanics in the United States,
the youngest and fastest growing ethnic
community in the Nation, continue the tra-
dition of honoring their children on el Dia de
los Nihos, and wish to share this custom
with the rest of the Nation;

Whereas the primary teachers of family
values, morality, and culture are parents and
family members, and people in the United
States rely on children to pass on these fam-
ily values, morals, and culture to future gen-
erations;

Whereas the importance of literacy and
education are most often communicated to
children through family members;

Whereas families should be encouraged to
engage in family and community activities
that include extended and elderly family
members and that encourage children to ex-
plore and develop confidence;

Whereas the designation of a day to honor
the children of the United States will help
affirm for the people of the United States the

507) was
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